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There were five submarimes which made ths passage from the upper Volga threugh
Astrakhanm to Baku in flioatiag dry docks, Twe submarimes of the same typs arrived
im Astrakhaa im August or September of 1950. Thess two subs were similar io the
Shiuka class of submarines amd had the followimg characteristics.

600 tons

Displacement
Length

Width

Draft

Crew
Horaepower

70 meters
7 meters

3 = 3.2 meters

30 men

1,000 hp

- Astrakhan a few weeks later,
.a few days while the docks they wers beinmg iransported in were reinforsei.

.10'2:,11 Anniversary of the October Revolutiom. .

These two submarimes have Diessl eagines ag their main propulsion plaat.

The armamemt of these iwc submariwes comsistie of four torpedc tubes and a pro-
posed mount for ome 100 mm gum and ome 37 mm gun.

The two subs were somewhat smaller than the othe? three subs which passed through
The features of the first two subs were rounder amd
ot as sharp as those of the three later boats. The two subs stayed im Astrakham
The
‘two were completed amd in operationm by the sprimg of 1951.

Three submarimss arrived im Astrakhanm mear thes emd of the mavigation seasca im
1950 4 remained im the city for five momths. The subs were placed in the Ship
d-4/a Karl Marx for a shori time amd then were transferred to the shipyard i/n
The three subs remained in Astraihan
during the winter and departed for Baku between 25 Mar and'l Apr 51, The subsa
went down the Volge in company with three tugs, the Bogatyr, the Partizam, and
the Gvardeets whi 2h were used for towing the docks. There was nmo cheace that
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the subs left earlfer thanm this time| 50x1

during the wimter, e Fa 50%1

The Caspian Roadstead 0il Tanker.Stsamsbip Agency (Reydtanker) was respoasible for
Turnishing pi‘lots to all maval vessels passirz through the: Volga Delta emrcute to the
Caspian Sea,

ThE PIIOEE

atayed with the docks umtil they bad clear:? sbe sea lighthouse at 14 Foeit Roadastead
and then the men returmsd to Asirakham, The best pilots in Reydtamker were appoimted
o make the voyage due itc the importence of these vassels reaching the Camplan safely.

I;hree tugs amd their cnﬁfe&iu ware used im gemeral for all »aval vessels meeding guidamce
down the Volga delta,: .

Tug - Captain

The Dzhambul . ’ : Mishin, Nikandr Ivamovich
The Pamyat Tov Voykova Kulichkip, Gregoriy Petrevich
The Chelekin Zayisey, Vasiliy Ivemovich

The three tugs which were used to tow the thrse submarines dm the Volga from A*trakha.l.
were: : . E :

CERIN

The Bogatyr - VR U N
The Partizan -
The Gvardeets -

The mili'bs.ry eomanda.n‘b‘-ef“As‘k,mkban was a paval captaiw, 3hird class, mamed Jupryumenko,
Aleksandr Dementevichi' ‘He was responsible for making all of the necessa TERgements »
with B,eyd‘tanker for the movemsnt of vessels down the Volge Delta; the  50xX1
following types of ships|  passed tlmaugr the ¢ity emrcute to the Caspiam 50%1

‘while T wu working for Heydiaamker..

Dostmyern : o 4

Gumboats 8 L . : 50%1

le,dinu eraft s ;12 - , , C e : '
M a. S -2

The proeodura for ‘Bupryunenko 1o o’b’ta.in plleots was begun- by notifying Reydtanker that
there woiild be a '#eed 6% a specified mumber of pilots at & stated time, The pilots amd
tugs would be a_uignsdrror ‘the passage. of ‘the maval vessel through the Volga Delta, This
was not pmfi.table for Reyitamker because the best pilots were required for the voyage and
the tay was mever very high for the servises remdered, Whem ’eha pilots resurned to Astra-

khan, afier sscortiag a maval vessel to the 1. Foot Roadsiead. ithey submitisd a statement
(spravka) to-me for their services,

The fee for these pilotinmg sarvices was geurally about 200 to 250 rubles.,
e senior military represemtative on the docks .carryimg ihe submarimea was geperaily a

»AvVAL ea.pta.in;; third class.

7o

ED

The daclm remimd im B&ku., ;lt‘tmugh Reydtanker was. trﬁ:g o have them braugui' to Astra-
Xhan, The docks would have beem useful to Rcdyhnker ‘because ef their small ditplmga;at

nd largo eameity mr handling vassels..

[ tﬂwn five ware the cmly subu which came into tha Ga,upun Fecauss 'bh:a 50%1
Volga River was the only possible means by which they could:have beem tramsparieds The -
railroads ware- vea::r ;pesr around Astrakher amd oould mot have bauled such a hesvy veight

as a subm.rine on a bex car dus to.the’ pem‘ conditiom of the tracks,

The submrinea wer ‘ :bmzed to the Merchant Fleet Shipyard i/n Va.no Stuma for rimal ente
ritting, . The firat two submerines which passed through Asirakhin were completed amd 5%1;51_
aiing by the sprimg of 1951, All five of the subs wers to remaim ik the Caspidm Fleollls
upon cowpletion .of Limal outfittimg, The last three submarines had mot been completed.
‘ the Caspiam Sea reg"r.am in Jm 195%. | 5 051

- The Shipyard i/m Vamo Sturua specialized im Iull work amd im-the masmufscturing eof sarews

and propellers, A large preportiom of the iatermal work om the submarine huills waz su-
pposed to have beem already completed om the subs before their arrival im Bakv, Tbka
Shipyard i/m Parishkaya Kommupe could alse have hamdled the outfitting of the submarines
88 this yard has adequate facilities to accomplish the necessary work, The subs were »ot
moved from yard to yard wham they had arrived in Baku, but remaimed im Vame Stara 'mtil
completed, There is mot a separate delivery base for submarines im the Baku ares,
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]—_\that-_-the outfitting work om the subs at Vamo Sturua consisted of installing the "50X1

propellers, armament; periscope, painting thelmll, amd laying the main drive shaft amomg

other things, The chief engimeer of Reydtanker told me that the ldst three submarines had
"~ Diegel-~electric propulsion and that this type of plamt did not need schmorkel. \

know ‘whether this is true or not. , s0x1  50X1

mﬂm size or dimensioms of the periscope. Q a counter-propeller S0X1
~propellor) type secrew was imstalled and that 1t ; our blades,. )%U;that
le

Vano ‘Sturua makes the screws which is :logical, for the yard has an excellent repu on for
making good soréws amd propellers., The production of serews is a diffiocult job| |
that the Shipyard i/m 10th Amniversary of the October Revolution in Ast akhan once under- .
took"such & program and was umsuceessful in its attempts, that Vamo Sturua 50X1
makes variable piteh-propellers and duriag World War II they were supposed’ to have been
engaged im the production of aerial bombs, Vamo Sturua is not a big planmt, but it is very
well equippeds *This yard also makes bronze propellers, which is an extramely difficult
"3&51;&,, .andtils, engaged In the production of cramkshafts for Diesel ‘engines, another diffiuggyx)
assigmment, : ' o

R4

- end -
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